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Dear Reader,

I am delighted to present our report on the Survey of Youth Issues among Christian Young People. The phrase
“Knowledge is Power,” was first used by philosophers in the sixteenth century. In this age of mass
communication and instant news, it is as relevant as ever. Survey of Youth Issues among Christian young
people (SYICYP) report offers new insights from research along with relevant thematic issues based on other
expert views because we know that specific audiences, including policymakers, researchers, teachers and

students, have varying needs when using this report to inform their work.

SYICYP questions were formulated by youth workers based on their experience of questions, challenges and
counseling with young people, post pandemic. Subsequently, data was collected from October 2023 to January
2024 from various parts of India. Afterwards, the results were analyzed using Thematic Analysis by a team of
Psychologists to derive the main themes that surround a young person.

The report’s 4 themes, divided into 13 subthemes, focus on the life of a young Christian. The report finds that
Christian young people are puzzled about gender identity which we might have taken for granted. On the other
hand, many consider addiction to media as a sin. While it is encouraging to know that almost half of them
know their calling, very few seek God for assistance. It is also assuring to note the significant influence of
family upon young people, reinforcing the importance of intergenerational discipleship.

More often, Churches and youth ministries have limited resources with which to pursue their objectives.
SYICYP Report contributes to the discourse about young people in the Church so that our approach will be
informed by evidence and led by the Holy Spirit. This ensures that resources are directed to where they can
make the most difference because the fruitfulness of ministry among young people will largely depend on how

we respond to the challenges and opportunities we have.

We pray that SYICYP Report inspires new ideas on how we could build the kingdom of God as we serve our
young people. On our part, we are pioneering the theology of youth ministry for South Asia to equip
seminarians, clergy and youth workers to seek God’s wisdom in responding to the largest number of young
people in a nation the world has ever seen. As it was said of leaders of Issachar, “men who understood the

times and knew what Israel should do” (1 Chronicles 12:32) so it be told about us.

Project Head,

Dr. Joyson. K. Cherian
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DEMOGRAPHIC DETAILS

The study was conducted among 416 young people from across India. 52.1% of the sample population were
females while 47.9% belonged to the male gender. The majority of the sample (69.5%) were between the ages
of 15-24. The survey consisted of 17 questions that were designed to gauge the youth’s approach and issues in
life. The items consisted of a carefully considered mix of Multiple-Choice Questions and Subjective Answers.
The results were analyzed using Thematic Analysis to derive the main themes and subthemes that surround a
young person.
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1. Major Influences upon Christian Young People

1.1 Influences upon the Youth in Following Christ

In Christianity, faith is a profoundly personal belief system rooted in an individual's relationship with God
and the teachings of Jesus Christ. As Christian youth navigate through adolescence and adulthood, they
experience a crucial stage of faith development. This includes important experiences and relationships that
affect them, the people and things that made them decide to follow Christ, and the people who inspired them

to live out their faith.

Influences upon the Youth in following Christ
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Figure 3 Influences upon the Youth in following Christ
According to our survey, the influences which shaped adolescents in their choices are:

1.1.1 Family

Family (26%) provides the most essential nourishment for a young person's faith. Their love, guidance, and
faith practices shape a child's spiritual foundation from a very young age. But the single most powerful

influence in a child’s life is his or her parents’ visible, passionate love for the Lord Jesus Christ.

Deuteronomy 6:7 instructs, "Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when
you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up." The most significant impact comes from
within the family, Respondents indicated that they are significantly influenced by their parents, with 59.1%
acknowledging parental impact in general, and 60.8% specifically in following Christ. These percentages
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contribute to an overall parental influence of approximately 15.59% within the 26% of total family influence.

This underscores the crucial role parents play in shaping their children's faith and values.

1.1.2 Friends/Acquaintances

Friends act like the surrounding wind (15%), subtly shaping the direction in which a young person leans in
their faith journey. While their impact might be less than the strong foundation provided by family and church,
friends play a significant role in a youth's spiritual life.

Proverbs 13:20 highlights the importance of choosing friends who can positively influence one's faith. Positive
friendships can encourage and support a young person's faith, fostering growth and resilience. Good friends
can provide accountability, share in spiritual practices, and offer wise counsel, helping to strengthen one's

relationship with Christ.

1.1.3 Church and Spiritual Leaders

The Church also plays a powerful role, accounting for influence over adolescents. Here, pastors (10%) act as
mentors, delivering sermons, offering guidance, and fostering deeper connections with God. Pastors play a
crucial role in shaping youth faith by delivering inspiring sermons, providing biblical guidance, and mentoring.
Beyond the pulpit, they offer personal counsel, encouragement, and prayer support, helping youth develop a

deeper relationship with God and nurturing their spiritual growth.

Sunday school teachers (7%) serve as early faith educators and are vital early influencers, imparting
foundational biblical knowledge and principles. In a nurturing environment, they foster a love for God's Word,
encourage curiosity about faith, and help youth understand and apply biblical truths to daily life through
engaging lessons and activities. The church then becomes like the fertile soil. It offers a nurturing environment

for faith to grow through teachings and fellowship, strengthening the foundation laid by family.

Additionally, spiritual leaders (7%) pastors, evangelists, and youth leaders provide mentorship, teachings, and
a sense of belonging within a faith community. These interactions foster a deeper understanding of Christian

beliefs and practices, creating a robust support system that guides young people on their spiritual journey.

1.1.4 Spiritual Retreats and Events

Youth camps and retreats (8%) offer immersive experiences that combine worship, teachings, and fellowship,
strengthening faith in a supportive environment. These experiences provide a unique and immersive way for
young people to encounter God in a transformative way. Away from daily distractions, youth can deeply
connect with their faith, build lasting friendships, and grow spiritually. The focused time spent in prayer,
worship, and learning helps strengthen their relationship with God, often leading to profound personal growth

and renewed commitment to their faith.



1.1.5 Media

Music (7%), plays a role in faith development. Uplifting hymns and worship songs evoke emotions like
reverence and joy, creating a deeper connection with faith. Singing reinforces core Christian values through
the messages in the songs and creates a sense of community through shared experiences. Social media (6%),
significantly influences the faith journey of young people. It connects them with Christian communities,
provides access to uplifting content, and offers a platform to share their beliefs. Faith based movies/series (3%),

inspire and strengthen beliefs, offering moral lessons and examples of Christian living.

1.1.6 Past Experiences and Beliefs

Past decisions/experiences (5%) play a crucial role in shaping a youth's faith journey from a Christian
perspective. Life's challenges and triumphs can deepen one's reliance on God. Through overcoming difficulties
and seeking God's guidance, young people often find their faith strengthened and more resilient. These
experiences not only test but also solidify their trust in God's plan, making their spiritual foundation more
robust.

Personal beliefs (6%) shape a youth's faith journey by guiding their decisions and actions. Formed through
prayer, study, and community, these beliefs help them navigate diverse viewpoints while staying true to their
faith. Reinforced by reflection and communal worship, they empower young Christians to live out their faith

with conviction and purpose.

Faith journey is a unique tapestry woven from diverse threads. Life's challenges can act as a crucible,
strengthening our faith as we seek solace and guidance in Christ. The timeless wisdom of the Bible serves as a
constant source of support in navigating life's complexities. Some individuals found their faith strengthened by
overcoming challenges, seeking comfort and guidance in Christ during life's difficulties. For others, a spouse's
faith journey played a role, prompting a deeper exploration of Christianity. Interestingly, several participants
mentioned being raised in a religious household but having a later personal realization of the beauty and

importance of following Christ.
Conclusion

Faith development is a unique process for everyone. In many instances Family provides the initial spark, while
church leaders nurture that flame. Even music adds its own colour, all contributing to a young person's
understanding of faith. In essence, faith development is a tapestry woven from various threads but the love and
support of family and church are highly crucial in shaping a young person's spiritual path. These significant
people in a young person's life show them what faith is about by living out their own faith and providing

guidance and support.
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1.2 Youth’s Preferences for Assistance

The matter of young people's involvement in the church continues to be undecipherable in many ways. We
enquired what the youth prefer in a situation when they need assistance or whom they depend on when seeking

help.
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Figure 4 Youth’s Preferences for Assistance

According to our survey, 53.5% of youth respondents considered their parents as the first point of help, 17.3%
of the respondents preferred to seek help from their friends or peers and 12% of the youth responded that they
seek help from their Local church pastor. About 4.8% of the respondents depended on other relatives, 4.3%
youth connected with the church youth group leaders for help, 2.6% respondents looked to fellow church
members for guidance while about 2.16% of the youth responded that they rely on the Lord to help them out
in troublesome situations. 1.9% of the youth respondents indicated that they rely on alternative sources for
support, such as church members, neighbors, or mentors at school. This highlights the importance of
community networks and social support systems in providing assistance and guidance. Conversely, 1.4% of
participants chose not to answer this question. This lack of response could be due to a variety of factors. Some
individuals may have a strong belief in self-reliance, preferring to manage challenges independently rather than
seeking external help. Others might be hesitant to share personal information or their perspectives, possibly

due to privacy concerns or discomfort in discussing their support mechanisms.

These varying responses underscore the diverse approaches individuals take towards seeking help and the

factors influencing their willingness to disclose such information.
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1.2.1 Family

Studies also reveal that parents are among the significant factors that determine the involvement of the youth
in the church (Hanna, 2020). The present survey indicates that the religious activities and the parents’ attitude
towards religion bear a strong influence on religious participation by children (53.5% respondents). This could
be indicative that when parents are involved as parish members, there is a likelihood that their children also
get to constantly observe the relevant church practices. Hence, we can further probe the need for both
generations’ involvement as well as the family system in the context of the development of the spiritual aspect

of a young person.

1.2.2 Peer and Community

Another important variable that cannot go unnoticed is the role of peers in influencing the community of the
church (17.3% respondents). It is quite natural for young people to turn to their peers for any support or
affirmation. It has been observed that youths who associate with friends that are involved in religious

communities are likely to be involved in religious practices and church activities (Smith, 2003).

1.2.3 Role of Religious Education

According to Figure 2, another one of the important segments which has direct associations with the spiritual
lives of young people is religious education — formal and informal (Arweck, Elisabeth & Nesbitt, Eleanor,
2011). It is documented that the religious teaching classes such as Sunday school classes, catechism, and bible
study classes offer basic religious literacy and knowledge about beliefs, teachings, practices and/or religion
values (Smith, 2005). The study done by Regnerus (2000) aligns with the earlier findings indicating that youths
who have a regular attendance to such religious classes are more informed of their religion hence are highly

committed with their religion and religious groups.
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2. Questions And Concerns of Young People

2.1 Sexuality and Gender

The topic of gender identity and changes in gender identity from sex assigned at birth has become an
increasingly important and contested issue in contemporary society. According to the survey, 13.2% stated that
someone’s gender identity should be the same as their gender at birth. 29.1% indicated that it would be sinful
to act in these directions especially for a Christian to marry or have sex with someone of the same sex. 13.9%
stated that homosexuality as a way of life should not be accepted by society. It was also found that 39.9% did

not know if they agreed to the topics of Homosexuality and gender identity.

Sexuality and Gender
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Figure 5 Sexuality and Gender
2.1.1 Gender Identity

Generally, Christians have argued that the Bible supports a binary view of gender in which men and women
are seen as fundamentally different and distinct. This view is based on the creation narratives in Genesis which
describes the creation of Adam and Eve as the first man and woman. However, nuanced views have emerged,
as found in the writings of Paul, who emphasized the importance of inner character and spiritual ideology over
external appearances. In Galatians 3:28, Paul writes that “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer
slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus” This passage has been
interpreted by some as a rejection of rigidity in gender and as an affirmation of the fundamental equality and

unity of all human beings in Christ. (Keener, 1992)
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2.1.2 Homosexuality

Christianity’s stance on homosexuality is varied and complex with different denominations and individual
believers holding a range of views. The Bible contains several passages that are often cited as speaking about
the issue of homosexuality. These include the narrative of Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis 19, the Levitical
Laws in Leviticus 18:22, Paul’s letters to the Romans and Corinthians, and the letter to Timothy. These
passages have been interpreted in a variety of ways, with some Christians arguing that they condemn all same-
sex relationships as sinful while others argue that they only condemn specific practices related to sexuality in

the ancient world.

2.1.3 Don’t Know

The sample was given three statements about gender and homosexuality to select from in order to gauge what
the young people thought of them. 39.9% of the sample said they don’t know. People who identify as religious
"believers" are not always immune to doubt or confusion. Belief is frequently complicated and untidy, and
people's beliefs fluctuate and are occasionally called into question. Considering doubt as an inevitable aspect
of a believer's experience—one that, in fact, serves to reinforce belief—is one way to approach intermediate
situations. (Lamine, 2014) Participants could have chosen this response with fear of criticism and desire to stay

out of controversy.

2.1.4 Don’t Care

3.84% of the sample also stated that they did not care. Their respect for people’s personal beliefs can be the
source of this response. The specific topics such as homosexuality and gender identity could not be relevant to
them as well. Participants might subscribe to the teachings of the bible that it is not their place to judge others
for their lifestyles or beliefs. As Matthew 7:1 says “For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged,

and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you”
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2.2 Prominent Sins According to Young People

The concept of sin is central to the relationship between individuals and their understanding of the divine,
across major religions worldwide. Scripture emphasizes that humans are created in the image and likeness of
God, highlighting the importance of discerning actions that draw one closer to God or distance them from
divinity. Certain behaviours evoke positive or negative feelings within individuals, reflecting alignment or

deviation from divine principles.

Prominent Sins according to Young People
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Figure 6 Prominent Sins According to Young People

It was found that phone addiction with 30.6% responses was one of the highest-rated prominent sins and 18.6%

stated that substance addictions were prominent sins.

Abusive words (23.8%) and lust and pornography (22.4%) were also deemed as prominent sins by the

respondents while the rest opted to not answer and 0.7% chose another option.
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2.3 Issues That Concern the Youth

About 356 million people in India are between the ages of 10 to 24 years, meaning roughly one in every third
person is a young person. India, in this sense, is a young country, with about 30% of its population being youth.
This is referred to as the "demographic dividend" and highlights the vital role of investing efforts in youth-
centric initiatives (Hameed & Mehrotra, 2017). More than at any time in the past, the lives of today’s youth
from urban areas have become significantly more challenging. There has been a notable shift in terms of socio-
economic development, lifestyle, technological advancement, and environmental surroundings over the last
few decades (Bohn & Short, 2009). About 87% of young women and men living in developing countries face
challenges brought about by limited and unequal access to resources, healthcare, education, training, and

employment, as well as economic, social, and political opportunities (UNDP Youth Strategy, 2014-17).

Such challenges can lead to different coping mechanisms being utilized by the youth that even snowball into

mental health concerns eventually.

Issues that concern the Youth
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Figure 7 Issues that concern the Youth

2.3.1 Addiction

The survey indicated that addiction was a significant concern as reported by 29.3% of the surveyed youth.
Addiction can include multiple facets such as substance addiction, social media addiction or even pornography
addiction. Many youngsters are addicted to social media, and the changing lifestyle sees them more engaged
in the virtual world than in reality (Dalvi, 2021). Statistical data reveals an alarming percentage of young people
using social media, but what is more concerning is the amount of time spent and the nature of their activities

on these platforms.
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2.3.2 Relationship Issues

The survey results also revealed that relationship issues were a prevalent concern for about 20.8% of the
respondents. Relationships during youth are formative of the kind of relationships that emerge during
adulthood. This includes relationships with parents, peers, romantic partners, virtual interactions, societal
relationships, and intergenerational connections. (Banandur et al., 2022) The complexities of modern
relationships, coupled with societal expectations and cultural norms, often create challenges for young
individuals navigating the realm of love and companionship. Previous failed relationships can leave lasting
effects, causing fear of commitment, trust issues, and emotional vulnerability, hindering the ability to form
new relationships. Economic challenges, such as job instability and financial insecurity, can create obstacles
in dating lives, leading to stress and relationship strains. Insecurities and fear of rejection can impact decision-
making in relationships, leading to jealousy, over-dependence, and irrational behaviors. The pressure to excel
in various aspects of life, coupled with a fear of missing out, can create guilt and anxiety, affecting the ability
to prioritize and nurture relationships. Relationships and mental health have a bidirectional effect on each other;

however, the impact of relationships on mental health is stronger instead of vice versa (Banandur et al., 2022).

2.3.3 Mental Health

Mental health issues were reported to be a significant concern by 19.5% of the surveyed youth. Mental health
issues, particularly depression, are a growing concern among Indian youth. India has the highest number of
depressed individuals in the world, with over 56 million people suffering from depression. Factors contributing
to this include stress, peer pressure, family problems, academic pressure, social media addiction, and lack of
support. Mental health problems such as depression, developmental lags, apathy, withdrawal, and other
psychosocial dysfunctions are frequently linked to drug addiction among youth. Substance-abusing youth are
at higher risk than non-users for mental health problems, including depression, behavior problems, personality
disorders, suicidal thoughts, and attempted suicide. Suicide is the second leading cause of death among college

students in the country (Vanrozama & Gobalakrishnan, 2020).

Mental illnesses start early in life, preventing young people from achieving their potential and often persisting
into adulthood, causing lifelong distress and disability. It is known that 7.9% of Indians aged 18-29 years suffer
from some form of mental morbidity, affecting their well-being and mental health as adults (Banandur et al.,
2022). Another challenge is the treatment gap, with only 10-15% of young people with mental health problems
receiving help from available mental health care services. Low rates of professional help-seeking in Indian
youth are attributable to factors such as low mental health awareness, stigma, poor access to services, excessive

self-reliance, and negative attitudes toward help-seeking (Hameed & Mehrotra, 2017).
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2.3.4 Religious Clashes

Religious clashes were identified as another significant concern by 14.8% of the surveyed youth. Religious
clashes in India remain a pressing issue for Indian youth due to deep-rooted historical, social, and political
factors that perpetuate these conflicts (Gleditsch et al., 2002). Despite India's secular constitution and efforts
by various organizations to promote religious tolerance, acts of violence persist, often leading to tragic
consequences. The conflicts are fueled by a complex interplay of historical grievances, religious beliefs, and
political agendas, creating a challenging environment for the youth and future generations (Mitra and Ray,
2010). The vilification of minorities and the lack of accountability for perpetrators of violence have eroded
trust in the justice system and exacerbated communal tensions. The youth, amidst economic challenges,
unemployment, and social issues, find themselves disillusioned by the recurring religious conflicts that hinder

national growth and unity.

2.3.5 Corruption

The survey revealed that corruption within the Church and in society was identified as a significant concern by
11.8% of the surveyed youth. A study conducted by Transparency International in 2005 highlighted that Indian
people often had to pay bribes to get any job. According to an article in the Times of India on June 3, 2009, a
survey by leading economists in Asia revealed that Indian bureaucracy is the least efficient compared to
countries like Hong Kong, Thailand, South Korea, Japan, Malaysia, Taiwan, Vietnam, China, the Philippines,
and Indonesia. Indeed, Indians are among the largest depositors of illegal money in Swiss banks (Kundu, 2015).
The youth of India are particularly affected by this pervasive problem as it undermines the rule of law, hampers

economic growth, and erodes public trust in institutions.
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2.4 Questions of The Young People

2.4.1 Questions About God and Faith

Exploring questions about God and the Christian faith is an expression of a sincere and active pursuit of truth.
Thoughtful inquiry demonstrates a believer’s genuine desire to understand God’s will, His presence, and His
purpose in their life. This journey of questioning and seeking reflects commitment and reverence, showing

one’s faith as dynamic and rooted in a conscious relationship with God.

Questions about God and faith
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Figure 8 Questions about God and Faith
Why do things always go wrong with me?
36.9% of the respondents asked this question.

When individuals ask, “Why do things always go wrong with me?”, it’s crucial to recognize that suffering is
inherent in our imperfect world. This perspective offers hope by emphasizing that current struggles are
temporary and overshadowed by the promise of future joy. Embracing this outlook can provide individuals
with comfort and resilience amidst life's challenges (Woo, 2016). The Bible teaches that God is with us in our
struggles and uses challenges to build character and perseverance (James 1:2-4).

Why doesn’t God answer my prayers?
This question is one that 20.3% of the participants thought was important. For many people, the idea that God

is real is reinforced by the belief that their prayers are answered. Divine silence is difficult to understand and
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can mislead one into thinking God has given up, but these unanswered prayers or delays in receiving the

answers can teach faith and patience to trust in God's timing and wisdom. (O’Connor, 2004)
Why doesn’t God heal me?
10.3% of the participants thought this was one of the more pressing questions.

Asking God for healing opens one up to seek what God wants to teach, and to trust His guidance. Experiences
of faith and resilience can inspire others. Ultimately, God’s promise is not just temporary healing but eternal

life and perfect restoration in His presence (Revelation 21:4).
What is the Trinity?

9.1% of the respondents mentioned that this question created much intrigue within them. The concept of trinity
is one that many theologians have tried to explain. And yet, it is also the most debated concept. The Trinity
describes God as three persons in one: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19). Understanding the Trinity
helps believers appreciate the depth of God’s relationship with humanity and the distinct ways He engages
with the world: as Creator (Father), Redeemer (Son), and Sustainer (Holy Spirit) (Pritchard, 2024).

Others

7.3% of respondents also mentioned the different questions that are often asked. They include spiritual and

personal questions like:

¢ Why doesn't God publicly reveal Himself today?

e Why does Christianity differ from other religions?

o Do Jesus' teachings align with what the apostles wrote?
e Howdo | know God is calling me?

e Why do non-believers succeed but believers do not?

o Isself-love a prerequisite for loving others?

¢ Why does God allow Satan to persist?

e What is God's will and how can 1 fulfil it?

e What is the role of speaking in tongues in being filled with the Holy Spirit?

Questions about life and the future are intimately connected to one's faith journey. Individuals often turn to
their faith for guidance and assurance when seeking answers about life's purpose and future. This connection
between life’s big questions and faith underscores the importance of a thoughtful, questioning approach. By
seeking understanding through faith, believers can find comfort, direction, and a stronger sense of purpose in

their lives.
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No Questions
16% responded with no question about God and faith.

Asking questions about faith is a natural part of spiritual growth, but some Christians may avoid it due to
various concerns. They might fear that questioning could undermine their beliefs, feel a lack of confidence in
their biblical knowledge, or want to maintain the appearance of strong faith. This hesitation can stem from the
belief that questioning equates to a lack of faith, rather than seeing it as an opportunity for deeper understanding
and growth. (Richardson, 2022).

2.4.2 Questions Regarding Life and Future
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Figure 9 Questions about Life and Future

Identity about Gender

29.3% of participants thought this was a pressing question in life. In today’s world, questions about gender
identity are deeply personal and significant. Theologically, every person is created in God's image (Genesis
1:27), which includes understanding and respecting one's unique identity. This foundational truth offers a
liberating perspective: one is already who God has made them to be, without the need to conform to societal
stereotypes or expectations. Embracing one’s God-given identity brings authenticity and freedom, affirming

the beauty of His creation of humanity. (Bunt)
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Calling/Career/Future

13% of the participants mentioned that questions about their purpose were important. Determining one’s
calling, career, and future can be daunting. Many individuals grapple with understanding their purpose and
making the right choices. From a Christian perspective, it is reassuring to know that God has a plan and purpose
for each person’s life (Jeremiah 29:11). Seeking God’s direction through prayer, scripture, and wise counsel
can provide clarity and confidence in these decisions (Pratt, 2022). Additionally, aligning one’s career and
goals with personal values and a desire to serve others is crucial. Trusting that God will guide each step allows
individuals to move forward with faith and purpose. This holistic approach not only eases the anxiety of

decision-making but also ensures a fulfilling and meaningful journey.
Spiritual Questions

12.3% of the respondents thought questions with a spiritual base were important. Spiritual questions are natural
and essential for personal growth, often arising from a desire to understand God’s nature, the purpose of life,
and the meaning of suffering. These inquiries reflect a deep yearning for meaning and direction. Theologically,
seeking answers to spiritual questions can profoundly deepen one's faith (Sorensen, 2010). Engaging with
scripture, seeking counsel from trusted faith leaders, and participating in discussions with other believers can
provide valuable insights and strengthen one's spiritual journey. (Pratt, 2022) Such exploration helps
individuals connect more deeply with their beliefs and find peace and purpose in their spiritual path. This

pursuit not only fosters personal growth but also enriches the collective faith community.
Self-Development

The study found that 2.4% of participants had questions about their self-development. Self-development
includes setting personal goals, continuous learning, and improving one's skills. From a Christian perspective,
it involves growing in character and faith, often prompted by a desire to live a more purposeful and fulfilling
life. Integrating faith into this journey ensures that growth is balanced and aligned with God’s purposes (Beer
et al., 2021). This holistic approach not only fosters personal and spiritual growth but also empowers

individuals to contribute positively to their communities and fulfill their God-given potential.
Developing Relationships with God

1.7% of respondents mentioned that the relationship with God was an important topic for exploration. Building
a relationship with God is a lifelong journey. It involves regular prayer, reading scripture, participating in a
faith community, integrating faith into daily life, and seeking God’s presence in all circumstances. Developing
this relationship requires intentional effort and openness to experiencing God’s love and guidance (O’Neal,
2019).
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Mental Health

1.7% of the participants mentioned the need to explore questions related to mental health. Mental health is a
critical issue that intersects with faith, often prompting individuals to seek both spiritual and professional
support. Integration of faith and mental health support encourages a balanced and holistic approach to healing,
ensuring individuals receive the care they need without feeling spiritually inadequate. This perspective fosters
a compassionate and supportive faith community where mental health is openly addressed and managed.
Combining spiritual practices with mental health care can lead to holistic healing and well-being (Waller,
2011).

Global Issues

1.2% of participants mentioned having questions related to global problems. Issues such as poverty, climate
change, and injustice are significant concerns that require both attention and action. Christianity teaches
believers to care for others and steward the earth responsibly (Genesis 2:15, Matthew 25:35-40). Addressing
poverty involves prayer and practical support for the needy. Combating climate change requires environmental
stewardship and advocating for sustainable practices. Confronting injustice involves promoting justice, equity,
and human rights (Evangelical Advocacy, 2002). By being informed and actively engaged, believers can

contribute meaningfully to solving these challenges, reflecting God’s love through integrated faith and action.
Others

3.1% of the respondents mentioned having questions about career paths, discovering their life's calling, and
finding peace. Questions extended to seeking life's purpose, God's timing, balancing success with honoring
God, and spiritual growth amidst challenges like negative thoughts and corruption. They also seek counsel on
discerning God's plans, serving youths, and equipping them spiritually. These inquiries reveal a profound desire

for understanding God's purposes.
No Questions

35.3% of the participants didn't have questions regarding life and future. Some young Christians are hesitant
in asking questions about life and future due to different reasons. Asking questions reflects a desire to align
with God's will and seek His wisdom, promoting personal growth and understanding of one's purpose.
However, this can be hindered by a fear of uncertainty and pressure to maintain outward confidence, which

may obscure the opportunity for deeper spiritual insight and fulfilment in God's plan. (Sorensen, 2010)
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Helpful Questions to consider:

1. The addictions usually begin in a very subtle manner as a harmless experiment just for fun or an activity
done in secret but it ends up leaving the person struggling and unable to ask for help till its very late.

How can those ministering to them identify such struggles early on and lead them to overcome them?

2. Navigating relationships is a serious concern among the youth. Mentoring singles, newly married or
separated ones could prove as an effective strategy for ministering to them. In what ways could the

church/ministries execute this to effectively impact the young people?
3. How does God view mental health concerns? How can ministers address this need effectively?

4. Corruption is a deep-rooted socio-political concern. How can we as individuals play a role in mitigating

corruption in our country?

5. Asking questions is an important aspect of faith development. However, many individuals are reluctant
due to many reasons like a lack of confidence in their biblical knowledge, or the need to maintain the
appearance of strong faith. How can we approach the questions of the youth in an inclusive and non-

judgmental way?
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3. Experiences And Opinions of The Youth About the Church

3.1 What the Church Gets Right?

Scripture emphasizes Church as the body of Christ, where every member has a special and vital role to fulfil
(1 Corinthians 12:27). Unlike a physical structure, the New Testament portrays the church as a community of
people—known as the ekklesia. This focus on community underscores the importance of Christians coming

together, connecting, and journeying toward growth collectively.

Participants were asked to specify according to them what the Church is doing right.

What the Church getsright

No Specific input
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Figure 10 What the Church gets Right

3.1.1 Fellowship

37% of the respondents mentioned the effectiveness of the church in fostering relationships within the church.
By prioritizing fellowship, the church nurtures a supportive community that strengthens faith and reflects God's
grace. Fellowship extends beyond mere social gatherings; it involves creating a supportive network of believers
who actively engage in each other's lives. Surrounding oneself with those with similar beliefs provides a

supportive environment for learning, growth, and encouragement. (Hebrews 10:25).

3.1.2 Focusing on Youth

The study results found that 33% of the young respondents thought that the focus of the church on the
development of the youth was impressive. By focusing on youth, the church creates a strong foundation for the
future while also enriching the present faith experience for all members. Youth programs create spaces that are

specifically designed to explore one’s faith, foster a deeper connection with God, and feel a sense of purpose.
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Creating a welcoming community for young people helps churches cultivate lasting friendships and empower
the youth to utilize their gifts for service. Engaging activities, relevant discussions, and positive role models
play an important role in developing a young person’s Christian values, building a strong foundation of faith,

and becoming future leaders within the church community.

3.1.3 Contemporary Worship

25% of the participants mentioned how the church’s adoption of contemporary worship is effective for the
youth. The church’s recognition of the role of contemporary music in appealing to young people helps in
creating a more inclusive and engaging worship experience in the church. Contemporary Christian music acts
as a bridge between tradition and modern expression. The diversity of styles within contemporary music
empowers more people to contribute their talents and creates a more inclusive worship experience for everyone.
Participants noted that the church effectively inspires more individuals to come to God through regular
fellowship, spirit-filled motivation by the speakers, and vibrant worship experiences. According to the

respondents, by recognizing the importance of these aspects, the church is moving in the right direction.
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3.2 Challenges for the present church

The Christian Church faces many challenges (social, ethical, communal, and spiritual) in effectively fulfilling
its mission. This analysis explores the roadblocks that the church encounters through the perspective of
adolescents.
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Figure 11 Areas of the Church that need attention

3.2.1 The Disconnect: Outreach and Internal Issues

In the study, the key struggle as reported by 19.2% of respondents lies in sharing the Gospel beyond existing
congregations. This points out the likelihood that a believing youth is hesitant or uncomfortable to engage with
others in their social circles. Internally speaking, 17.4% of the respondents stated that the church lacks in

providing opportunities for youth to feel a part of the church ekklesia.

The Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20) encourages us as Christians to spread the message of the gospel,
but insular tendencies seem to hinder this effort. The above findings also indicate that integrating the youth
into decision-making and leadership, as advocated by 1 Timothy 4:12, can bridge the generational gap and
ensure the faith's continuity.
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3.2.2 Matters of Identity and Stewardship

Reportedly, the Church does struggle with contemporary issues like sexuality (4.4% responses) and identity
(6.6% youth). Financial accountability is another point of contention (3.2% of the respondents). These are
notably some of the grey areas that the youth are finding difficult to navigate on their own. Ironically, we also
see these areas addressed less often in the religious forums or less openly dealt with by the people of repute on
the religious front.

Transparency in financial management, as emphasized in 1 Corinthians 4:2, fosters trust and ensures resources

are used effectively for the Church's mission.

3.2.3 Building a Strong Foundation

Another issue that surfaced is the lack of clear and consistent policies that can address administrative
ambiguities within the church as raised by 4.7% of the youth respondents. The church leadership is seen to
have responded with inconsistent patterns and varying degrees of strictness and non-compromise in matters of
disagreement and misconduct among its members. About 4.7% of the respondents also felt that the church
struggles with integrating newcomers warmly. The members seem to feel disconnected or left-out even after

months of moving to a new place and attending church.

Establishing a framework for handling disagreements and misconduct, aligned with biblical principles of
justice (Proverbs 29:7), strengthens the Church's authority. Romans 12:13 instructs Christians to practice
hospitality. Welcoming newcomers fosters a sense of belonging and facilitates their spiritual growth. These are
ways of making a church member feel belonged to the community and are crucial for the strength of

relationships within the church.

3.2.4 Unity and Fellowship: Overcoming Internal Divisions

About 8.7% of participants report the patterns of groupism, forming exclusive cliques within the Church as a
barrier to them feeling connected. Further, about 9.7% of respondents point to the lack of genuine connections
within the church. These are indicators of how disunity breeds within our fellowship circles knowingly or

unknowingly.

1 Corinthians 12:12-27 emphasizes the importance of each member functioning together as the body of Christ.
Building authentic relationships, as exemplified in Acts 2:42-47, fosters a supportive community. The need is
to actively seek out those who are feeling left out and alienated to understand their struggles and integrate them

within the fellowship group effectively.
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3.2.5 Empowering the Next Generation and Engaging in Worship

The church further struggles with taking into consideration their booming audience of younger generations.
Failing to utilize young people's talents as reported by 7.9% of participants is a missed opportunity.
Furthermore, 9.2% of youth reported apathy in worship as a concern since it diminishes its impact. The youth
can be most productive at places where they feel belonged and are valued. The responses seem indicative of
what the church might be losing by not being able to capitalize on the talents and making the worship a routine

from the perspective of adolescents.

2 Timothy 2:2 encourages mentoring younger believers. Actively seeking opportunities to equip and empower
youth leadership strengthens the Church's future. Colossians 3:16 instructs Christians to sing hymns with
thankfulness in their hearts. Revitalizing worship through a spirit of joy and reverence can rekindle the

congregation’s fervor.

3.2.6 A Renewed Church

According to the perspective of adolescents, the Church can experience renewal through a renewed focus on
its mission. Outreach, inclusivity, transparency, genuine fellowship, and empowering young leaders are all

grounded in Christian principles that need greater emphasis.
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3.3 Feeling a Connection to the Church

Feeling connected with a church can be a deeply personal and transformative experience for many individuals.
Churches serve as spiritual sanctuaries where individuals can find solace and meaning in their lives. It can be
a place for moments of peace and reflection and where bonds of friendship, empathy, and encouragement are

nurtured
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Figure 12 Sense of Connection with the Church

When participants were asked how connected they felt with their church, their responses varied. 45.9% of the
participants stated that they are getting more connected day by day and 28.4% of the participants stated that
they had a strong sense of connection. A person’s self-identity is in part derived from the social groups to
which they belong. Their beliefs about belonging to a group influence their attitudes and actions (Hornsey,
2008). Religious groups such as churches, do shape the values, implying a sense of connection (Roccas &
Elster, 2014). Regular attendance at church makes it more likely for people to believe that their congregation
is highly cohesive and being a part of this highly cohesive congregation leads to more emotional support from
fellow church members. This results in a more spiritual connection with others and with God. (Krause &

Ellison, 2009). Additionally, this strengthens the sense of connection one has to the church.

However, not all participants reported such high levels of connection. 10.3% stated that they had a little bit of
connection, 8.9% stated that they had some sense of connection and 6.5% stated that they had no sense of
connection. The dwindling of connectedness with the church could occur due to multiple reasons. One could
be infrequent attendance in the church due to busy lifestyles or lack of accessibility, (Krause & Ellison, 2009)
unpleasant interaction with the church members (Krause & Wulff, 2005), the incongruence in beliefs of the

church and self or still being in the part of spiritual exploration.
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3.4 Youth’s Involvement within the Church

The church provides young people with an ideal setting for learning to live in relationship with God, others,
and the world. The involvement of the youth in the activities of the church allows them to practice their beliefs.
The church's message is most effective when it touches on all facets of life and is full of expectation and hope.
Regular church attendance should be seen as a health benefit for young people. Better measures of emotional
and physical well-being as well as a decrease in health-compromising behaviors are examples of tangible
benefits. (Michaelson et al., 2014) Participation in religion appears to be a major factor in pastors' and
parishioners' mental health, possibly protecting their cognitive function from the damaging effects of stress.
(Hosseini and others, 2021). In a study, it was found that one of the four main ways to identify couples as the
way in which religion enhances their marital fidelity was through religious involvement that enhanced the
couple’s relationship with God (Dollahite & Lambert, 2007).
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Figure 13 Involvement in Church

3.4.1 Choir/Worship Team

In the survey, participating in the choir or worship teams received the highest number of responses (19.9%) as
a method of being involved in the church. Joining a worship team or choir stands out as a particularly
meaningful method for young people to interact with their religion, hone their skills, and create a feeling of
community within the church. Being a member of a worship team or chorus allows many young people to
interact more deeply with the scriptures and hymns by leading worship and leading through singing. The
congregation is frequently transcended by music, enabling a more intimate and passionate relationship with
one's convictions. Consistent rehearsals, public appearances, and the requirement to collaborate well with
others cultivate self-control, commitment, and cooperation. Furthermore, conducting worship helps foster

leadership qualities.
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3.4.2 Prayer

19.5% of the study participants stated that prayer is an effective way of getting involved in the church. Being
involved in prayer strengthens their relationship with God and the church community as well as facilitates their
growth. It is a method of receiving clarity, solace, and a sense of direction. Communal prayer events such as
prayer meetings, vigils, and retreats can also create a network of support for young people.

3.4.3 Youth Group

Participating in youth groups is one of the ways that 16.5% of the respondents used to be involved in the church.
Youth groups give the youth a place to connect with others, grow spiritually, and take part in other youth
activities. These groups support a young person's overall development and allow the youth to get active in their
faith community. They can learn more about their religion, ask questions, and get advice from peers and
mentors through Bible studies, conversations, and prayer sessions. Additionally, the shared experiences of
worship, service, and fellowship strengthen the relationships among the members of the youth group.

3.4.4 Sunday School Ministry

9.2% of the sample stated that Sunday school is a vital means for a lot of young people to get involved in their
church community. Sunday school promotes personal growth, community building, and spiritual development,
becoming an essential part of one’s religious journey. In addition to encouraging children to investigate and
learn about faith, this experience helps young people practice their beliefs. Engaging in Sunday school ministry
helps young people feel more involved in the church and allows them to create a space for children to explore

their faith and make relationships with people who have comparable experiences and ideals.

3.4.5 Bringing People to Church and Evangelism

Bringing people to church (8.4%) and Evangelism (7.6%) were also found to be some exciting and powerful
ways that youth got actively involved in their community. This benefits the church by attracting new members
and promoting an inclusive and evangelistic culture. One’s active involvement in evangelism serves to reaffirm
their devotion and provides the opportunity to see first-hand how faith can change people's lives. Outreach
programs inspire youth to take an active role in sharing their religion, which is in line with the larger goal of
evangelism. A feeling of purpose and service is developed as one witnesses the beneficial effects they can have
on the lives of others. As they cooperate to assist and welcome new members, it also promotes a culture of

giving and volunteerism.
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3.4.6 Creative Arts

The study revealed how the participants found creative arts to be a special platform to express their beliefs and
be involved in the church (6.5%). In a profound and intimate way, youth can communicate their experiences
and beliefs via art, whether it be through music, dancing, theatre, painting, or other artistic mediums. Through
this expression, one is able to internalize their faith and communicate it to others in a meaningful and
approachable way. Artistic contributions can greatly improve the congregation's overall experience of worship

and make it meaningful and memorable.

3.4.7 Preaching

Preaching was found to be what 5.3% of the participants chose as a way to be involved in their church.
Participation in this activity promotes leadership, spiritual development, and a strong sense of church
community. Studying the Bible and religious doctrines thoroughly is important to prepare and deliver sermons.
This procedure promotes in-depth contemplation, research, and comprehension of their faith. Preachers
internalize and consolidate their ideas as they interpret and impart these teachings, strengthening and
personalizing their spiritual connection in the process. Young preachers have the potential to act as role models
for their peers, inspiring them to get more involved in church activities.

3.4.8 Ushering

2.7% of the sample chose to usher as a way to get involved in the church. By serving as ushers, young people
enhance their ties to their community and faith, get valuable experience, and contribute to a friendly church
environment. Ushers are infused with a feeling of responsibility, an understanding of the value of
dependability, and attention to details. One can learn the importance of serving others via this job, which
cultivates a selfless and committed mindset. Clear communication, patience, and the capacity to respond
politely and calmly in a variety of circumstances are some of the things young people learn by being involved

in ushering.

3.4.9 Logistics

Managing logistics calls for a high degree of planning and organizing skills and 1.4% of the participants, this
was the preferred mode of being involved. Youth engaged in this program gain experience in time management,
event planning, and making sure all the resources are available. Successful church activities require these
abilities, which are also very transferable to other spheres of life like education and eventual employment.
Working closely with different church members and teams is a common part of logistics. One discovers the

value of cooperation and teamwork as one collaborates with others to coordinate the successful execution of
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plans. Through these encounters, they learn the importance of cooperating to achieve a common objective and

develop strong interpersonal skills.
Helpful Questions to consider:

1. What are the effective ways to instill mission-mindedness in the youth in the present times and prepare

them to engage with their peers in society?

2. How open are we to dialogue with the youth on the matters of sexuality and finance that they seem to
struggle with inwardly? Are we adequately equipped to help them navigate this matter with the help
of the word of God?

3. Isit ok to have differences of opinion within the church and how does God look at it?

4. Many times, believers struggling with sin want to be left alone and not made a matter of public
discussion. They believe it's between them and God. How should the church leadership handle such

matters?

5. Building a strong connection with the church can be a significant factor in a positive transformative
experience. How can the Church encourage and empower young people to build long-lasting

connections within the community?

Reference

Dollahite, D. C., & Lambert, N. M. (2007). Forsaking All Others: How Religious Involvement Promotes
Marital Fidelity in Christian, Jewish, and Muslim Couples. Review of Religious Research, 48(3), 290-307.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20447445

Glendinning, T. (2006). Religious Involvement, Conventional Christian, and Unconventional Non-Materialist
Beliefs. Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, 45(4), 585-595. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-
5906.2006.00329.x

Hilder, A. (2024, January 22). Eight Common Problems Facing The Church Today. Anthony Hilder.
https://anthonyhilder.com/church-problem/

Hornsey, M. J. (2008). Social Identity Theory and Self-categorization Theory: A Historical Review. Social and
Personality Psychology Compass, 2(1), 204-222. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1751-9004.2007.00066.x

Hosseini, S., Meyer, S. B., & Oremus, M. (2021). Is your religious involvement helping your mind? The link
between religious involvement and cognitive function from the perspectives of Christian pastors and
parishioners. Journal of Religion, Spirituality & Aging, 1-18. https://doi.org/10.1080/15528030.2021.1938342

37



Krause, N., & Ellison, C. G. (2009). Social environment of the church and feelings of gratitude toward God.
Psychology of Religion and Spirituality, 1(3), 191-205. https://doi.org/10.1037/a0016729

Krause, N., & Wulff, K. M. (2005). RESEARCH: “Church-Based Social Ties, A Sense of Belonging in a
Congregation, and Physical Health Status.” The International Journal for the Psychology of Religion, 15(1),
73-93. https://doi.org/10.1207/s15327582ijpr1501 6

Krejcir. (2007). Why Churches Fail: Part . churchleadership.org. Retrieved May 2, 2024, from
http://www.churchleadership.org/apps/articles/default.asp?articleid=42339

Lewellen, T. (2021). Why Is Christian Fellowship So Important. Science of Identity Foundation.
https://www.sciocommunity.org/2021/05/26/

McCracken, B. (2021, January 21). 21 Challenges Facing the 21st Century Church — Brett McCracken. Brett
McCracken. https://www.brettmccracken.com/blog/blog/2016/10/27/21-challenges-facing-the-21st-century-
church

Musonda, N. (2017). How To Get the Youth Involved in Ministry - A Step-By-Step Guide. Science of Identity
Foundation. https://www.sciocommunity.org/how-to-get-the-youth-involved-in-ministry-a-step-by-step-guide

Musonda, N. (2017). Why We Must Be Open to Different Styles of Worship Music. Science of Identity
Foundation. https://www.sciocommunity.org/why-we-must-be-open-to-different-styles-of-worship-music/

Roccas S., Elster A. (2014). Values and religiosity. In Saroglou V. (Ed.), Religion, personality and social
behavior (pp. 193-212). Psychology Press.

38



4. Youth and Ministry

4.1 Calling

Martin Luther (1958) saw vocation as a ‘mask of God’: “What else is all our work to God — whether in the
fields, in the garden, in the city, in the house, in war, or in government — but just such a child’s performance,
by which He wants to give His gifts in the fields, at home, and everywhere else? These are the masks of God,
behind which He wants to remain concealed and do all things ... God gives all good gifts; but you must lend a
hand and take the bull by the horns; that is, you must work and thus give God good cause and a mask” (Kristanto
et al., 2024)

Discovering one's calling in life is a profound and deeply personal journey. It is characterized by actions like
prayer, reflection, and being receptive to His direction. By exploring one's gifts, passions, and the needs of the
world, individuals try to discern how to serve and glorify God uniquely. Discovering and pursuing one's calling

brings fulfillment and aligns one's life with God's will.

4.1.1 Developing One’s Calling

According to the survey statistics, 50.5% of people could recognize their calling and were actively
developing it through different practices.

Do you know your calling?

Yes &
50.5%

49.5%

Figure 14 Do you know your Calling?

Practical Development (Reading, Praying, Worship, Serving, and Fellowship)

The study results showed that engaging in daily practices like reading the Bible, praying, worshiping, serving
others, and participating in fellowship played an important role in spiritual growth. By committing to these
practices, people can better discern and fulfill their divine calling. (Lewellen, 2021)
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Obedience and Faithfulness to God

The study participants report that making choices that reflect one's faith and trust in God, even when it's
challenging, is an essential method to develop spirituality. Obedience helps individuals align their lives with

God's will, ensuring they stay on the path He has set for them. (Kuwali, 2019).
Engaging in Church, Sunday School, and Youth Ministry

Many of the participants reported that their involvement in Church activities gave them a space to grow.
Different ministries within the church like Sunday School, and Youth ministry provide opportunities for
learning, mentorship, and community support. According to the study, these environments helped the
participants grow in their faith, discover their spiritual gifts, and experience their calling. Engaging in these
ministries allows one to contribute to the spiritual growth of others and build meaningful relationships within
their faith community. (Palacios and Esteban, 2011)

Equipping Self/Knowledge Building

The study was able to understand the importance of Continuous learning and self-improvement in fulfilling
one's divine calling. Studying theology, attending Bible studies, and seeking wisdom from experienced
believers help individuals deepen their understanding of Christian teachings. (Kristanto et al. 2024) Equipping
oneself with knowledge and skills prepares individuals to serve God effectively and confidently.

Sharing the Gospel

The study participants reported that sharing the Gospel - whether through preaching, teaching, counselling,

conversations, social media, or outreach events, helped them understand their call.
Church Planting

Planting churches in places where there are few churches or where people are unfamiliar with Christianity was
one way that helped some of the study participants fulfil their calling to spread the Gospel in new and creative

ways.
Reaching Out to Family

Sharing faith with family members was a powerful way to spread the Gospel for some participants. Living out
one's faith authentically at home, being supportive, and gently sharing the message of Christ had a profound

impact.
Using Spiritual Gifts

Recognizing and using one’s spiritual gifts helped some of the participants to serve others, build up the church
community, and fulfill God's purposes.
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Youth Meetings and Prayer Meetings

For some of the respondents, participating in youth meetings and prayer meetings fostered spiritual growth and
a sense of community. These gatherings provide a space for collective worship, learning, and mutual

encouragement, helping individuals understand and pursue their calling.

4.1.2. Seeking Clarity

49.5% of people are still uncertain about their calling while 21.3% of these respondents indicated that they

are diligently seeking clarity through:

e Practicing regular prayer

Listening to Pastors and spiritual leaders

e Reading the Bible

e Participating in worshiping and fellowship
e Reflection and meditation

e Engaging in church activities
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4.2 Gospel Sharing and Youth

The Gospel holds profound significance for the church and its congregation, serving as the cornerstone of
Christian faith. It embodies the teachings of Jesus Christ, offering a message of salvation, hope, and
redemption. Therefore, the importance of sharing the Gospel cannot be overstated; it is a vital aspect of
Christian discipleship and community building. However, the data reveals a mixed picture: 1.1% did not
respond, 50.2% shared their faith sometimes, 5.9% never shared, 15.5% shared their faith frequently, 21.4%
rarely shared, and 5.9% were hesitant to share.

Gospel Sharing
Ready to share but
hesitant e e o NoO answer
5.9% ’> il
Rarely -
2.4%
— Sometimes

50.2%

Frequently
15.5%

Never
5.9%

Figure 15 Gospel Sharing

The responses highlight that while a substantial number of adolescents share their faith occasionally or rarely,
there is a need to encourage and equip them to become more confident and frequent in sharing their faith.

It's crucial to explore the ways that make these interactions more comfortable and effective. Understanding

these approaches can help people find their unique path in spreading the Gospel.
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Comfortable ways through which the Gospel is shared

ot comfortable at all |
Private gatherings \ 1%
like Bible studies/ | .~ No answaer |
prayer groups ) I = 2%
a4.4% h

. Talling Gospal storles |
— 18.5%
Bullding friendship -

10%
Sharing your testimony L
15.4% - During daily conversations
_— - M m m m y l” |
Inviting them to Church or
Christian events
14.1% _ Expressing that you would |
= pray for them

11.4%

Figure 16 Comfortable ways through which the Gospel is shared

4.2.1 Telling Gospel Stories (18.5%)

Telling Gospel Stories (18.5%) is a powerful way of sharing the Gospel, captivating and inspiring listeners by
demonstrating God’s work in real-life scenarios. These narratives make faith relatable and tangible, providing

moral lessons and spiritual insights that guide personal faith journeys.

4.2.2 During Daily Conversations (19%o)

Incorporating faith into everyday discussions normalizes Christianity, making it a natural part of life. This
allows believers to share their experiences and demonstrate how faith guides their actions, intriguing and
inspiring others to explore Christianity. Colossians 4:5-6 advises believers to be wise and intentional in their
interactions, making the most of every opportunity to share their faith graciously and effectively. It emphasizes

speaking with grace and wisdom and ensuring that conversations reflect Christ's truth and love.

4.2.3 Expressing That You Would Pray for Them (11.4%0)

Offering to pray for someone is a profound way to show love and introduce others to the power of faith. By
offering to pray, believers demonstrate their commitment to following Christ's example of love and
compassion. It not only supports and uplifts others but also serves as a tangible expression of faith and spiritual

growth, inviting others to experience the transformative impact of the Gospel.
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4.2.4 Inviting Them to Church or Christian Events (14.1%)

Inviting others to church services or Christian events plays a crucial role in sharing the Gospel by offering
newcomers a firsthand experience of Christian community and worship. The welcoming environment, the
preaching of the Word, and fellowship can witness Christian faith. These interactions introduce core Christian

values and provide supportive spaces for newcomers to explore their spiritual journey.

4.2.5 Sharing Your Testimony (19.4%)

Sharing personal testimonies effectively communicates the Gospel by offering authentic accounts of how
Christianity transforms lives, resonating with those seeking meaning. Personal testimonies inspire others to
consider a relationship with Christ, illustrating the hope and transformation that faith brings. By sharing their

faith journeys, believers demonstrate Christianity's relevance and impact, making it accessible and relatable.

4.2.6 Building Friendship (10%0)

Building relationships is integral to sharing the Gospel as it establishes trust and credibility, fostering open
discussions about faith. Genuine connections based on love and mutual respect exemplify Christ's teachings,
making the Gospel tangible through personal interactions. Believers use these relationships to share their faith

journeys and testimonies, illustrating the transformative power of Christ's love.

4.2.7 Private Gatherings Like Bible Studies/Prayer Groups (4.4%)

Small, intimate settings for Bible studies or prayer groups encourage open dialogue and personal connections.
These gatherings provide a supportive space for questions and learning, helping individuals to grow in their

faith in a community setting.
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4.3 Youth’s Desired Mode of Impact on society

When examining the role of youth and the impactful contributions to make in society, several key themes
emerged. Youth engagement within church settings encompasses a spectrum of activities ranging from
innovativeness and evangelism to ministry, campus fellowship and promoting formal Christian education.
(Amankwa & Awuku-Gyampoh, 2022).

Youth's desired Impact in society

Working for the
Youth Prayer

1L44% | 1.68%

Others — —
5.53% ]

No answer

21.88%
- -~ Social Service
Evangelism 63.7%
5.77% i

Figure 17 Youth's desired Impact in society

One important channel that stands out is the involvement of youth in social work (63.7%). Young people can
donate their time and skills to causes they care about by volunteering in their local communities or for nonprofit
organizations. Their work in addressing urgent community needs, such as feeding the impoverished, financing
education, and offering medical assistance, can be done through the arts, technology, education, or financial

contributions.

However, 21.88% of the participants gave no response in regard to their contribution to society. There may be
a number of causes for this, including a lack of knowledge or comprehension of the contributions that their
community requires. They can be doubting their skills or unaware of the opportunities. Participants may be
discouraged from wanting to join due to a lack of confidence or fear of being judged. Lack of exposure to these
kinds of involvements might possibly be the cause. The participants may have different priorities and areas of

interest.

Spreading the gospel of Jesus was 5.77% of the response. This involves sharing their faith and beliefs with
others in a positive manner. Sharing personal testimonies can inspire and encourage others who may be

struggling or seeking spiritual guidance.

45



Prayer also emerges as a vital contribution, with organized prayer groups serving as platforms for communal
support, unity, and spiritual nourishment. Prayer is a great way to contribute to a society for 1.68% of the

participants.

The percentage of respondents who were involved in initiatives for the improvement of the youth was 1.44%.
Providing mentorship and counseling to youth ministries is one way to address mental health issues and
cultivate relationships with helpful peers.

Other possibilities for how the participant wanted to give back to society were to open a business, open schools,

develop new ideas, raise environmental awareness, and eradicate corruption.
Helpful Questions to Consider:

1. The survey results indicate that there is a strong need to facilitate the development of one’s calling.

How can the Church create a safe and inclusive environment for this purpose?
2. What can the Church do to encourage the youth to make a lasting impact in society?
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APPENDIX 3: Survey Questionnaire

Survey of Youth Issues (2023)
gar FAEAA 9 gdarot (2023

Age! 3H oo Gender / ToI9T oo,

1. What/who influences you the most in life and decision making? (Choose 1 or 2)

T 31T F1 I e F 3R BT A F WS T FeT 2 @ 1 a1 2 9
- Friends/social circle fAT / GGl gy
- Family- Parents/ grandparents/ brother/ sister IRAR- ATAT-FIAT /SIeT ST /TS /agA
- Celebrities/ Influencers YAGY i / THTARIE eI
- Movies/ Web Series &a1#T / 39 I
- Gaming @
- Social media GYerer HifSar
- Past decisions q‘\?ﬁ' 7 fov Ao
- Beliefs AIATE
- Church I
- Don’t know 9dr F@'

2. Who influenced you most in making decision to follow Christ? (Choose 1 or 2)

#HIE 1 HTET A F1 Aoy A & ot e wa@ afds wnfda fFar (#1§ 1 ar 2
o)

- Mother-Father #TAT-TdT

- Grandparents GIGI-GIr

- Other family members IRAR & 3T HEET

- Neighbours gsrEr

- Friends/ peers fAa/arefr

- Local Church Pastor/ priest T T & 9IELr / Yraiied

- Sunday school teacher I3 Ehel feraten

- Youth group leaders JdT H¥H{g & 3T

- Other church members T & 3T TEET

- School teacher T el-3T&ATIh

- Youth camp/ retreat JaT fafaeRée

- Preacher/ Speaker/ Evangelist 3Uc._eh/dadl/IdReh

- Christian author/ Podcast/ Series/ Music #HIEY oI&eh / UlEhRe / &lga?»n [gafa
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Another person Ueh 37 ST

Testimony JTATET

Social Media ATATISTR FfSAT
Events 3TISTel

No one in particular IS W gl

3. Who were the most significant people to show you what faith is about? (Choose 2 or 3)

HIEUT FAT - IF @ I FE@ Agedqut AT FiT ¥ 2 A 3 )

Mother-Father HATAT-fadT

Grandparents GTGI-GIGr

Other family members IRAR & 3T G
Neighbours 1'-l's"l?:i’l'

Friends/ peers To=/arefy

Local Church Pastor/ priest T o & el / AiieT
Sunday school teacher TS Epel ferateR

Youth group leaders JaT HHg & 3T

Other church members T & 3T TEET

School teacher Ehel-3TEATdeh

Preacher/ Speaker/ Evangelist 3U¢Ieh/dF /IR
Podcast GISehIEE

Music/Songs Tafra/afra

No one in particular HIS TN gl

Don’t know 9dT ﬂ'ﬁﬁ'

4. 'Who do you reach out when you need help?
9 TR HEEAT I HGRIFAT gl § af 39T Fad §9F a1 &2

Mother-Father FTAT-TdT

Grandparents GTGI-GIGT

Other family members URAR & 31T TG&T

Neighbours gsrEr

Friends/ peers Ta=/areft

Local Church Pastor/ priest TN T & 9rer / Ui
Youth group leaders JaT HHg & 3T

Other church members T & 3T &I

School teacher Thel-37€ATeh
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- Preacher/ Speaker/ Evangelist 3T¢.Teh/dFdT/IARS

5. In what areas is the church failing or it should improve?
o forer & & Rawe @ T ¥ AT 3@ FUR @ e
- Sharing Gospel outside the Church T & STgT AR HIST T H
- Youth Engagement '{ZIDHT}]T AT FRRA gelm
- Sexuality ST
- Identity Issues YgdleT e ﬂ?\?\'
- Financial Accountability TadT STatecgr
- Clear policies TISC ot
- Engaging with newcomers dclldigleh\i a oIsTd
- Groupism in the church T H iﬁﬁﬁﬂ'
- Fellowship Srgad/garta
- Lack of leadership opportunities to youth ?gam’r Co) ﬁqa’ & HIEA FH AT
- Lack of enthusiasm in worship 3TRTHAT H 3cdTg dI FHAT

6. According to you what are the right things the church is doing?
HTIF HTAR T9 FAT & FA T T 872

Contemporary worship HETHAH (Mﬂﬁa?) 3T
Fellowship Irgad/aatfa

- Focusing on youth ?E,EITE}-IT W €T Shfegd Tl &

7. How connected do you feel to your church?

T 39w T F e 3 AeqH F 82
a. No sense of connection GJD'ETH Cal Elflé' Tgard Fl?f
b. A little bit of connection 2TST-&T SEE] &
Some sense of connection i-@? oSTd He{dH grar %’
d. Getting more connected day by day TGA-8-feeT 3R 31T ?{[gﬁ ST e
e. Astrong sense of connection ST $r T Halqd ATTeT g

o

8. How often do you share the gospel with your friends?

3T fraell IR I9e ¥ F Y FHATEAR AT A 87
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® 2 0o T

Never 8T o_-lﬁ

Rarely h#I-hHAR

Sometimes FHHT-FHHT

Frequently SR-dX

Ready to share but hesitant because HISAT FA & &0 R i Afchel TS1STehd E
FiF............

9. What ways are you most comfortable in sharing the Gospel with your peers (friends of same age)?

T 39 WA (FAWT 37 F QNedl) F W FEAER A0 FA # frer alit F wa@ afow

e §?
a. Telling Gospel stories FHATAX T Fererar {I}ﬂﬁf A
b. During daily conversations JSTTeY & STl & GIRTel
c. Expressing that you would pray for them Ig STFd Hid §'Q' o 31T 31k foT e e
d. Inviting them to Church or Christian Event 3og /AN FRIGH F WAEET T
e. Sharing your testimony Uil ITATEr TS AT
f.  Building friendship & SeATelT
g. Private gatherings like Bible studies/ prayer groups SIgscel ITETA/ATSAT qHg ST forsir
FHTT
h. Not comfortable at alllrelcﬂj;d ggol / 3T A8l &

10. Do you know your calling?

FIT 31T YAl JATge AT 82

a.

b.

Yes B'LI"
If yes- how are you developing it e gr & ar 3mg 0 Hu efla # Tod

Noa_-lﬁ'

11. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements (LGBTQ):
g fArafaf@a sy=t & 9 g dF TeHAd a1 IWeAT & (LGBTQ):

53



d.

e.

Homosexuality is a way of life that should be accepted by society T [$lehdl Siidel Silel HI Th
T § O GATST I TSR ST IfeT

Someone’s gender identity should always be the same as their birth sex fop®T 1 folaT TgaTer g
3o S & FRT & WA & 2Rl =T

It is sinful for a Christian to marry or have sex with someone of the same sex el ﬂ?ﬁ'ﬁﬂ' & fow
AT 9T & ITFd & |y fddg AT AT AT FIY FeAeT 99 §

Don’t know 9dT o_-l't?f

Don’t care YIdlg o_-l'fﬁ'

12. What do you think are the three biggest issues facing young people in India today?
IS TR AT HRT H gar a9 & qora e Fa8 981 qaeand 41 82

® 2 0 T @

Addiction 3T d/eld

Corruption dSCTAR

Religious clashes efie sere
Mental Health AT A% AT
Relationship issues 2 & FqHEITT

13. What are the most prominent sins your generation is struggling with?

foreT wa@ wor@ urdt & v A I @ P

a
b.
c
d

Lust & Pornography arelT 3 31eireldr
Abusive words 3TURTsq

Substance addictions T2frel / #AGH gerdf Hr oa
Phone addiction BT & oI

14. How would you like to be involved in the Church?

T T F FA AT AT qHS HL?
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Choir/Worship Team 3T Fafra HHE / INTYAT el TaRT
Prayer Ty GART

Ushering 9aT olel & CarT

Preaching 392l IR GEIRY

Sunday School ¥ ¥ahel



- Creative Arts J{™ellcHS chell

- Youth Group JdT Hg

- Evangelism JHATOR AR

- Logistics 9dTeleT SE

- Bringing people to church @31t &l IJ ol & CanT.

15. What impactful contributions would you like to make in the society?
AT GATST A FAT THTGRATST AT AT ATaN?
- Social Service (NGO/Orphanages etc) TTHITGIR TAT (Tl ST 31/3TATATAT 3TTS;)

16. What is your most pressing question about God or Christian faith?
§ea a1 AW HEWT F R F U FE@ AGeAYOT WA FAT §?
a. Why God doesn’t answer my prayers? #I UTAT3I T 3R $2aX FAT AT ocd?
b. Why things always go wrong with me? X TTT gHT Aol ITeld FAT il 87
Cc. Why doesn’t God heal me? é‘ea? 313? 8k T AGT HLA?
d. What is Trinity? U FaT 87

17. What is your most pressing question about life and the future?

Shaer 3R s1fasy & ar & ITUFT FI@ AGAYOT oA FAT B2
a. Identity about Gender foiaT &I ggareT
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